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t i F I N D I N G O N E ’ S P L A C E O E S E R V I C E
Sermon Iielil at Troy, N. Y., on Siinclay of the Anminciution, 1935. Luke, 1, 2G-3S.

My experience makes me more and more certain that
the assurance of having found our place of service in the
world gives us agreatei- .satisfaction than any other thing
in l i fe. Whether too optimist ic or not, 1bel ieve that
down at the bottom of every young Christian’s heart is
adesire to fill aplace of service, afeeling that he wants
t o b e a b o u t t h e F a t h e r ’ s b u s i n e s s . 1 r a t h e r t h i n k t h a t
desire g-rows out of the idea that God has aplace for us
in the world, which demands our pariicular ability. In
other words. He has alife-work for us. And only when
we have found that place are we ideally happy in our
w o r k .

spect, calmly said that the letters might also stand for:
Plow Coi'n. 1have all respect for visions and calls; 1
believe they come dii-ect from God. But we must also
know how to interpret them.

4) The mater ia l is t ic a t t i tude towards our work. Pei - -
haps most people are misled by this. Their eyes are fixed
upon the remuneration acalling offers rather than the
service he may render to mankind. “What can we get
out of it,” is the cry, not, “What can we give.

5) Lack of stamina in following the call. The fir.st
job we get is not always our life-work. Generally we have
to go through aperiod of preparation. Step by step we
reach our goal. Some become sati.sfied with ajob and the
real call drops into the background, for they had not the
s t a m i n a t o f o l l o w t h e c a l l .

} )

It is the tragedy of many lives that they fail to find
their place of service. We soon discover that they aiv
:iot really happy and that their various abilities never
attain full utilization. Never do they get the full oppor¬
tunity to apply themselves, and thus they do not have
the chance to sei-ve their fellow-men to their fullest capa¬
city. Something in them longed for release, but never
a t t a i n e d i t .

We see many misfits in all walks of life. Preachers,
teachers, doctors, seemlingly on the wrong .shelf. We sec
office girls who would make fine wives and mothers, and
wives and mothers who would make better office girls
than what they are. Recent ly 1had the pr iv i lege to
preach at the service at the Troy oiijhans home. 1was
told that out of the 206 children, only 6were real orphans;
t h e r e s t w e r e c h i l d r e n f r o m b r o k e n h o m e s b e c a u s e o f
divorce, or from home:-; unfit for children to grow ujj in.
That’s tragic!

Why these mislits? There arc many I'casons; 1will
l ist only afew.

1) Failure to evaluate one’s abilities. It is true both
o f u n d e r - v a l u a t i o n a n d o v e r - v a l u a t i o n o f o u r a b i l i t i e s .
Moses undervaluated his ability when he was summoned
at the burning bush. It nearly ended tragically. Otheis
overvalue themselves and get into po.sitioms for which they
a r e n o t s u i t e d . A t r u e v a l u a t i o n o f o u r s e l v e s m u s t b e
had, first, through self-scrutiny; second, through the
help of tnie fiiemls; thii-d and most of all, through com¬
m u n i o n w i t h o u r G o d .

6) Lack of opportunity. Especially in our day does
lack of opportunity keep many from getting into their
field of work. We soon discover that pull is necessary to
get work. Therefore young men and women who are
idealistic and have moral independence and character will
not stoop to the necessary untruths and degivading meth¬
ods to obtain work. 1know young- men and women who
perhaps will miss the opportunity of marriage because
they have character and moral independeirce enough
refuse to follow the silly fads of the crowd in order to
be popular. The tragedy of the depression is not that
stocks have dwindled, bank accounts shrmrk to notliing.
No, the tragedy of the depressiorr is the appai-eirt unwant¬
ed generatiorr. We have ageneration on our hands which
we have rro room for. There is no room, no work for the
young people. In their idlcne,ss they are being wrecked
and ruined; their morale is being broken. In home,
school, and church we try to instili ideals in them. We
pi-each to them that there is aplace for them in the woiid.
They prepare themselves, and then they face the fact that
there is no place for them. No wonder their enthusia.sm
for life wanes, indifference takes its place, and cynicism
becomes deeply rooted. How could it be otherwise?

And yet, young friends, in spite of all, 1still believe
we can cling to the belief that God has aplace for
We must fight llirough so that man does not Irinder
finding our place of service. Had we had a, sti-onger sense
of stcwai-dship, that we are God’s servants, we would
liavc done differently; perhaps so differently that
would have avoided the mess we are in.
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2) From atemporai-y fling of enthusiasm for apar¬
ticular thing. No boy who has ever seen amotormaii
manipulate the controls of his street car has not deter¬
mined to become amotorman, only to forget the decisi
when he saw aman at some other job. Some are always
envying the other man’s job and immediately mn to his
field of work. We might also call it instability of puiiJose.

3) Misinterpretation of avi.sion. Once ayoung man
came to his pasloi- to consult him about avision. In ;i
dream, the young man had seen two lettei-s before Inm,
namely,—B. 0., and had interpreted this to mean that he
was to pi-each (dirist. ’the pastor, however, no doid)t
knowing that the young man had no ability in that

w e

Young people,
hold fa.st to your ideals, seek you place, and 1am sure you
will find your place of service. It will no doul)t take lots
of sti’Liggle, work, and pi-ayer, but you will win if you
have stamina in you.

How are we to find our place of sei-vice? 1have
'to find our place

would, be to avoid the cause for m.i.sfits. But fuithermore,
1feel that it can. all be summaiized and included in-, es¬
tablishing communion with God with an open and recep-

O i l

l i s ted anumber o f c fu i ses fo r m isfi ts .
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adore Lliin, that is, reverence and worship Him. We may
c o n f e s s o u r s i n s t o H i m a n d t e l l H i m a l l o u r u n w o r t h i n e s s .
We may thank Him for al l His good gif ts and for every¬
thing He has done for us. We may supplicate His favor,
asking Him for such things as we need. We may also
submit or dedicate our lives to Him, pledging Him our
obedience. All of these things we are to speak with Him
about and talk over with Him, imploring His wi.sdoiu and
guidance. We can thei’cfore see how much more there
is to prayer than asking Him for the things we need or
w a n t .

tive mind and heart. Live daily with Him. Clive not a
spasmodic cry. While Ibelieve that is often answered,
Ibelieve that daily contact with Clod in prayer is the
better way. Then sometimes suddenly, though mo.st often
gradually, the conviction conies as to our course, we are
guided around mi.stakes and we find our place.

Maiy is au example of one who found her place of
s e i u d e e . N o d o u b t s h e h a d n e v e r d r e a m e d , l e t a l o n e
prayed, that she was to be the mother of the Savioi-. But
the hope of Israel’s redeemer was glowing in her soul.
She was tndy close to (lod. As someone has said, the
Savioi- was ali’eady conceived in her lieart before he was
conceived in her womb. She was i-eady to receive the rev¬
elation. Faithfully and whole-heaitedly she accepted the
s e r v i c e .

But now the further quest ion is, does ( lod hear and
answer pi-ayersl That is what all of us who pi'ay woidd
like to know. There is not much gained in arguing tlie
que.stion. The best way is to pray and to do it so sincerely
that we may be sure to find out. AVhile some people are
del)ating the (|uestion as to whetlier He answei’s prayer
or not, others go right on praying and getting rich bless¬
ings for an answer.

It is probable that when most of us ask whether (lod
answers raver or not, we mean, does He give us every¬
thing we ask for. And 1may tell you right hei-e and now
that He does not give us everything we ask for. When
Jesus prayed in the garden that the cup of sorrow might
be taken from Him, (lod did not take it away, for the
r e a s o n t h a t i t w a s n o t b e s t . W h e n P a u l a s k e d ( l o d t o
remove some physical infirmity, (lod .said He would not
do that, Imt that He would give Paul grace to bear it.
It may be said that (lod answers all our prayers, but
many of them not in the way we ask. When He does not
give us what we a.sk. He gives us something better.

C lod o f ten w i thho lds f rom us the th ings fo7- wh ich
we ask. This would l)e an awfully confused and disap¬
pointing world if each of us got everything he asked for.
There is little, if any, chance of (loti lieaiang us if our
hearts are not upright and pure.

(Adapted from “The Aug.sburg Teacher’’).

Our supreme ideal and example is Jesus himself. No
one has ever been more sure of his place of service than
He. Naturally that was Itecause He was the son of God.
True. But He lived in daily and close communion with
His father, and time after time i-eceived divine confinna-
t i o n t h a t H e w a s i n t h e F a t h e r ’ s s e i w i c e a n d h a d H i s
approval.

AVe cannot attain that peifection, it is true; but we
c a n a i m a t t h e i d e a l . E a c h i n d i v i d u a l c a n s t r i v e t o w a r d s
that by making use of the means we have for our guid¬
ance. Itherefore urge you young people to seek the
positive assurance of aplace of sei'vice in the world. For,
1assure you, that gives real and satisfying joy in one’s
w o r k a n d l i f e .

By the help and grace of God. Amen.
Holger P. J0rgensen.

●o-

A b o i i t P r a y e r

One of the things all of us need to do is to correct
the wrong notions we have about prayei-. One of these
notions is that we need to go to God only when we are
in some kind of trouble. Thei-e are multitudes of persons
who never think of praying unless they are in danger, or
there is sicknes.s in the family, or they are facing financial
loss, or they are suffering from adrought. These are
times when we should pray about these things, to be sure,
but they are not the only times.

Another wrong notion is that we are to pray only
when we want something. 1hope you do not speak to
your neighbors only when you want to boi'row something
fi'om them or have them give you .something. But that is
the way many people treat God. They do not think of
Him except when they are in need, and then they try to
makes themselves believe they are praying. What they
are really doing is begging, and it is not beeau.se they
think so much of God, but tliat they think much of them¬
s e l v e s .

0 -

Soviet Russia and Christianity
On the basis of the “World Dominion’’ Rev. Heniy

Ghlist offer.sen writes an article in wliich appears anum¬
ber of interesting observations by aformer Russian G. P.
U. commis.sary who at present is living oidside Russia.
He begins by relating how he came to Russia as aprisoner
of war Irefore (he revolution; he was struck by the pa¬
tience with which the Ru.s.sian people were able to liear
want and suffering. He came to love these people.

The communists convinced him that the sufferings of
the Rus,sian people were due to the capitalistic system.
They assured him that as soon as communism was e.stab-
lished all this suffering and want would disappear. He
was thrilled by these ideas; and in the belief that the .suf¬
ferings of the revolution were but the birth pangs of a
new society, which mu.st be passed through before a. new
and happy era would dawn for all, he threw all Ids energy
into propaganda, for ha.stening this new era.

Evei'ything- was done with thoroughne.ss. Social dif¬
ferences and class privileges were abolished at once, tlie
educational .sy.stem was improved, indu.stry was fostei'cd
in every way, and linally began the war against the woi'St
enemy of communism, namely religion. Vet the whole
atmosphere was saturated with religion. AVhen churches
were closed, people knelt down in snow aiul ice with their
hands lifted up in prayer. Neither prisons nor swords
could accomplish anything in this situation. The crosses
were taken out of the churches, and thousands of churches
disappeared, iiut the .millions of the people lield on 1o
their faith. There was nothing to do about- it. Thousands

Another wrong notion is that we should pray only
when we want some material gift, like health, or agood
po.sition, or lots of money, or a.dvancement above .some¬
one else, or comforts equal to tho.se of our neighbor,s.
Some of these things God would have us bring to Him,
but in most of them we see ade.sire to make agood thing
of God and to get the most out of Him we can.

What is prayer? That is an important que.stion. Most
of us would like to know; and, wo may know, though there
i.s no definition of it in the Bible. But we may make a
good definition of prayer liy bi-inging anumber of refer¬
ences to it in the Bible. Prayer may he delined as talking
with God. The poet .says that prayer is, “The soul’s .sin¬
cere desire, uttered or unexpressed.

But let us think of prayer a.s talking with God. Thei'C
are many things we may talk to God about. We may

> }
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wei-o pei'secutccl; l)u1 they bore their surfei'iuR-s with joy.
1do not be l ieve we .sha l l ever succeed wi th our ant i -

i-elis'ions efforts in Soviet Russia. Religion will coiitinne
t o l i v e .

rifices is substantiated by the statements of the Pi’ench
sociologist Henri Bern. He gives the following’ number
of victims: 28 bishops and higher ecclesiastics, 6,778
priests, 6,586 teachers. 8,800 physicians, 51,850 officers,
210,850 other officials of the czar’s regime, and 11,486,520
artisans and peasants. It is not .surpiising that its posi¬
tion as servant of the ezarist regime should have com¬
promised the Church in i ts re la t ion to the Sov ie t s ta te .
Vet, on account of this very fact, it is the more remark¬
able that the Church is able to stand up again.st the wave
of adATrsity Avhich has come upon it. It May, 1932, afive-
year plan for the eradication of religion in Russia was
oi'dered. According to this plan all priests were to cease
their actiAity and quit the country by the end of lt35;
1936 Avas to see the remaining churches turned into ordin-
aiy public meeting places, moAing picture shoAA^s, etc.
After May 1, 1937, no house of God Avas to be found in
Ihe Sov ie t Un ion . God Avou ld have been d r i ven ou t o f
R u s s i a .

( (

1 )

And then he mentions hoAV the communistic youth
movement time and again has had the experience that
young people reared in an atmosphere filled Avith hatred
toAva.rd cvei-y foi-m of religion, when they have served
Iheir term in the Red Anny, have turned against athei.sm
and attached themselves to some circle of believens, so
that everything Avhich had been saciificcd to educate them
t o b e c o m e m a t e r i a l i . s t s A v a s A v a s t e d .
religion eventually began to get on my nerves. And 1am
not the only one Avho has had that experience, thousands
of the leaders in Ru.s.sia feel the same. The fight is lo.st.
To he sure, agreat many leaders Avill not admit this fail¬
ure, is is neverfhele.ss the truth. 1am overcome Avhen 1
th i idc o f a l l the Avasted e f fo i ’ t and a l l the human l i ves
Avhich have been lo.st in our Avar against I'cligion.

The fight again.st( (

J >

I n A ’ i e A v o f t h e s t a t e m e n t s o f t h e a b o A ' e m e n t i o n e d
G. P. U. commis.sary one is justified in doubting the sitc-
cc.ss of such aplan.

So much foi’ the fonner commissai’y. That the fight
again.st the Rus.sian (Inirch and the efforts to cari’y on
the communi.stic revolution have demanded great .sac-

t o p r ■ c — ^

T H E L O S T E F F E C T I V E N E S S
By James L. Gray

And the sons of the prophets said unto Elisha.
Behold now, the place Avhei-e Ave dAvell before Ihee
is too strait for us. Let us go Ave pray thee unto
the Jordan, and take thence every man abeam, and
let us make, us a2>lacc there Avhei’c many may dAvoll.
And he ansAvered, Go ye. And one said, Be pleased,
1pray thee, to go Avith my servants. And he an-
SAvered, IAvill go. Ho he Avent Avith them. And Avhen
they came to the Jordan they cut doAvn Avood. But
as one Avas felling abeam the axc-hcad fell into the
Avater; and he cried, and said, Alas, my ma.ster; for
it Avas hon-oAved. And the man of God .said, Whei-c
fell it? And he shoAved him the place. And he cut
doAvn astick, and ca.st it thither, and made the iron
to SAvim. And he said. Take it up to thee. Ho he
put out his hand and took it.” II Kings 6. 1-7.

'ri iorc is avery graj)hic incideid told us concerning the
.students of tlie theological college conducted by Elisha.
He had evidently not oidy liecn able to lead them in mat¬
ters spiritual, but to have been able to instil veiy practical
ideals of self-help and self-support. It may have been that
the modern methods of pedagogy, such as the Project
Method, are not just as modern as aa^c like to think they
are, and that Elisha used them long ago. At any i-atc,
t h e i n c i d e n t t e l l s u s t h a t A A d i e n t h e s t u d e n t s i n c r e a s e d s o
greatly that there was an insufficiency of accommodation
foi’ them, they came to Elislia Avith an intere.sting proposal.
Isup])osc that in those unsophi.sticated days there Avere
no mission councils to Avhom they might aj)peal .so it Avas
acase o f ge t t ing to work themse lAms. Wi th the consen l
and, we can be sure, the hearty ap])roval of Llisha, studies
Avere .set aside for atime, and each studenl. procuring an
axe from somcAvhei'e, set out for the Avooded hanks of the
Jordan there to prepare the timhei’ r('(|uired for the exten-
.sion of the buildings. As one of Ihe men Avas woi'king
away, ])os.sihly Avith unskilled hut cnihusiastic. ardor, he
*Tliis talk was given l)efnre aliistrict galluTing ot nii.'^sionaries

ami Ind ian Ci i r i s i ians . Uev. ( I rav is amiss inna i ' .v in nor the i -n
India. The aidiide liei-e, is copied fvoin tlie “.ronnial of the t'liris-
t ian M.od iea l As .soc iafion o t Ind ia . ” E . Ostergaard .

i ( Avas horrified to feel his axe-handle .suddenly become light
in his hands, and see the head descrihe acircle in the air,
and disappear in the Avaters of the river. The story re-
coids hoAv he reported Ihe loss to Elisha, and hoAv the
a x e - h e a d a a u i s r e s t o r e d .

Iventure to see in this incident aparable of avery
profound truth; that Avheii this .student lost his axe-head,
he had parted Avith the effective part of his implement,
ajid from that time on, as far as Avood-eutting Avas con-
cci’ned, he AA’as quite uselc.ss. It Avas, of course, possible
for him to have taken very little notice of his lo.ss, and
to have made abrave shoAv of laborious toil b,A^ thrashing
aAvay at the log Avith the axe-handle, but the incident
r e c o i ' d s t h a t t h e m a n Av a s t o o h o n e s t a n d t o o A A u s e t o t a k e
■such an attitude, Avhich avouIcI have deceived no one, ex-
CA-]At himself, and produced no resAilt. For, after all, the
main th ing was not that he shoidd merely Im, busy, and
strenuously bu.sy at that, but he was there to take his
place AA’ith his felloAv-students in areal piece of Avork, and
at the end of day to shoAV the definite results of his day’s
labor. It Avould not lie sufficient for him to say, Avhen
a.sked Avhat he had done, ‘Behold the fragments of my
a.xe-handlc! Behold my ntter exhaustion! Behold the
long hours of my labor!’ No. The proof of his effective¬
ness as aco-opei’ator in the gi’cat project in hand lay in
his being able to .say at the close of day, ‘Behold the fruits
o f m y t o i l . ’

Which is all apai-able, a. liA’ing parable of much of
our l i fe and serv ice today. I t Ave Avou ld bu t be hones t
AAdlh ourselve.s. Avould Ave not again and again boAV oui‘
heads in .shame and grief that all our labor and striving
seems to produce so vei’y little that is of real value in
the great project in Avhich Ave are engaged—the c.stablish-
ment of the Kingdom of God on earth? We seem .somehow
to have lost the cutting edge of areal effectiveness. We
started out on that morning of life Avith high hopes and
Avell-shaiqiened instruments to do our best in ungrudging
.service, but noon, and po.ssibly evening is upon us, and
Ave cannot see much to offer as the re.sult of all our labor.

(Continued on column 175)



Oil]- dilemma.: Life has to be lived. For some the
trea.siire ropm is needed for li\ang’, the rest of the house
is too small to hold their daily life. Some want the room
for other treasures; they pitch out the old and put in some
new ones. Some still.go into the room, but time has gone
liy and they have forgotten the value of the treasure
there. Some arc in consternation because they have just
discovered that the treasures are being used up, getting
worn out, and no others have been put in to take the place
of the old.—Many dilemmas!

We arc at the cross roads between the pa.st and the
future! Which road, arc we eager to follow?

Hut l jeran
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Open Letter
D e a l - F r i e n d s :

There is .something Ifeel it is my duty to tell you
about, and that is the financial situation of the Santal
M i s s i o n .

N u m b e r 1 1JUNE, 1935V o l u m e I

E D I T O R I A L As treasurer Inaturally follow closely how donations
are coming in. This year they are not coming at all as
they should, and not at all as they ai-e needed. For com¬
parison ,Just this: In the tii'st four months of last year we
took in $1,306.00; and during the same time this year
only. $510.00. That is avery big slump. 1realize that
last year Dagmar Miller ti-avelled iu our churches and
at her mceting,s collections were taken. But we need ,Just
as much this year as we got last year.

In all we have taken in more than $510.00 this year,
tliat is tnic, but not from tbe Synod, as sueb. Karen Han-
●sen, Solvang, Calif., bequeathed $935.55 to the Santal Mis¬
sion'. When Iput that big sum on my list of donations,
notliing more was said about it, for it was all Iknew. The
money had been sent directly from the liank in Solvang
to Rev. M. C. Dixen, who is trea,surer for all the synods

My mind has recently been much occu])ied with the
fu ture o f our church, as wel t as the fu ture o f our par¬
ticular group of people—whose parentage is Danish. It
is no easy thing to come to any conclusion in re.spect to
the future. The present is so complicated, and oui- aims
a r e s o d i f f e r e n t .

When we consider the past the lines are much clearer.
Our pioneer fathers and mothers had acloser view ahead
when they lilazed the trails in the forests nr on tlie
prairies. They wanted homes for thcm.selves and their
children. They wanted achiu-ch where they could wor-
.ship in the .same spirit in which they had worshipped in
tbe homeland. They wanted to center their lives here
a r o u n d t h e s e n t i m e n t s a n d t r a d i t i o n s w d i i c h h a d l ) e e n

instnimcntal in forming their per.sonalitie.s, and which hadU. S. supporting the Santal Mission. But through
arecent letter from Solvang Ihave gained some infm--
mation al)out Karen Hansen. She ivas alonely, woman
who shared her life and her thoughts with no one. Some
years back she lived in Chicago, and while there Mr. and
M r . s . N i c o l a i N i e l s e n ’ s h o m e m e a . n t m u c h t o h e r . L a t e r
she moved to Los Angeles, and from there again to Sol¬
vang. At these three places she joined the Dani.sh Church,
and it seems from the way she divided her money that she
m u s t h a v e l o v e d a n d w i s h e d s u c c . e s , s t o o u r w o r k . S h e
ga.ye one-half of what she had to the Santal Mission and
the oigihans’ homes in Tyler and Chicago, and the other
half to aniece. We are grateful to her for her gift to
t h e S a n t a l M i s s i o n .

Rut her gift should not take the place of our usual
donations, for we need it all. Be,sides money for the cur¬
rent expemses we should this year have enough so that
we can send Erling 0stergaard back to Ipdia this fall. In
March he had amajor operation and is now at home in
Tyler recuperating. He is much needed at his hospital in
Benagaria and will most likely be able to go back iu
August or September, if we can finance the trip. Can
w e ? W i l l w e ?

become the top.soil of their souls. They wanted their
children’s lives moulded in the same pattern, which to
them was good. They also wanted their children to have
the advantage of education and culture, which they felt
they themselves had missed. And the.se aims were very
definite. They wanted hou.scs, farms, churches, schools
of their own. They had apicture of the future, and they
s a w i t s r e a l i z a t i o n — a t l e a . s t t o s o m e e x t e n t o n I h e m a ¬
t e r i a l . s i d e .

Their aims, ideals, efforts, and theii- I'calization arc
our heritage. How to use this heritage?

Some want our aims and ideals to be the same. They
w-ant us to maintain and preserve this heritage complete
and umvasted. Our fund of heritage capita.l must not
be used up.

Others think we have this capital as afund to start
us in the. busine,ss of life. It is up to us to u.se up this capi¬
tal wisely, and then, when we come to our end to have
laid up in our children adifferent capital, not less but
more than we received. Some there are, we know, who
have no thoug-ht for their iidieritance except to live on it
as long as it will last. When it is gone there is nothing, for
they have laid up nothing.

1somet imes th ink tha t we in ou r church have been
guilty of living too much in the memory of what our
fathers did and not enough with our ideals in the future.
We have hoarded our heritage instead of investing it
wi.sely in the business of life.

Our life is like ahouse with many rooms in which we
live from day to day. In the hou.se is one room in which
our trea.sure is kept. We do Jiot live in that I’oom ;but
we go in there eveiy Sunday—and ot other times—to look
at and pick up and admii-e the treasure there.

Sincerely,
Sigrid 0sterganrd.

■ o

Cor rect ions
I n Contemporary Christian Ethics in Review”,

Lutheran Tidings, iMay 1935, Column 150, II, line 22 read.
The Roman church funmhes amelancholy illustration of
Ihe fact that Ihe survival-nudue of an in.stitution has no
necessary relaiion to its fidelity to Us original principles,
instead of The Roman church furnishes amelancholy illu-

i i
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T h e P o r t l a n d C o n v e n t i o n d u i - i i i p : s e n n o n s . O u r o l d v e t e r a n , P a s t o r A . J . Ta r p -
"aard, Bronx, N. Y., who aftci- about 40 j-eare’ seiwice in
oui‘ elnireh is about to retire, was with us. It is impos.si-
ble for me to tell my readers the monumental work Pas¬
tor Tarpn-aard has performed in all these years in the
s e i ' v i e e o f O o d a n d o n r c h u r c h .

It made me feel .sad to think how little we really can
do to help our retinng: ministers in their old ag-e.

In the younger ranks, we had with ns Rev. Swen
Baden. D. D., Bridgeport, Conn., and Rev. H. P. J0rgen-
sen, Troy. Both the.sc young pastors are fine preachers
and acredit to onr .synod.

Pastor Lund, as District President, conducted the
bu.siness meeting in amasterly way, promptly an dto the
point , and I th ink we accompl ished a lot , everyth ing
m o v e d l i k e c l o c k w o r k w i t h t h e a s s i s t a n c e o f P a s t o r
Baden, secretary. There were 30 delegates present.

Onr church services were fine and impressive, and
the dear pastors present left messages with iis aU that we
well can take home and keep in onr memory. The church
music was fine and impressive. The choir, composed of
members finm St. Ansgar church and the United Syn¬
od churches in Portland, under the leadership of Pastor
Lund, presented alengthy and wonderful program of sa¬
cred songs, Saturday night.

As an old singer, 1can truly say that it was aser¬
mon of beautiful harmony which filled my soul with emo¬
tion. Would to God, that when it reached our hearts, it
would create afeeling of co-operation and good will to¬
wards our brethren in the United Synod.

Iunderstand these choirs have helped to sing co¬
operation, fiiend.ship, and understanding into the souls
of members of the churches of the two .synods up there
in Poi-tland; let us all pray for them, and may God Al¬
mighty bless theii' work, and may it extend through the
land. May God create within us, courage and conriction
that co-operation and good will among the two Danish
synods, as adopted in Portland, and for the last 6yeare
earnestly advocated by the undersigned; let it be taken
up at our district meeting from the Atlantic, to' the Pacific.
If success finally crowns our prayers and efforts, we can
present to our children the greatest of heritages.

After the sei’vice Sunday Jiight, the usual coffee and
cake were served, and thanks to our hosts and farewell to
our friends present, were the order of bu.siness. The dele¬
gates thanked their hosts, the pastor and his family, who
kept open house during the convention, the coolLs, the
haudsome wai ters, male and female, and al l who worked
s o h a r d t o m a k e t h e P o r t l a n d c o n v e n t i o n a s u c c e s . s .

God ble.ss you all, and may Iadd that 1took home
with me none but good impre.ssions from the meeting,
sincere friendships, real ancl abiding.

1ahso had the greatest pleasure to hear some vei’y
touching and impre,s.sing remarks from two United
Church pa.stors present, Pastor Kloth from Falmouth and
Pastor Stadby, We.stbrook, Maine; may God’s bles.sings
f o l l o w t h e m .

Tr o y, N . V.
As you are aware, the fii'.st district of the Danish Ev.-

Luth. Church in America held its meeting in Poitland.
Me., this year. May 17-19. In my opinion, after 20 yeai-s’
attendance at these meetings, it was one of the best Ihave
ever attended, both in re.sults attained, program present¬
ed, and business methods. We all admit we have to have
some birsincss .systenr in our church affair.s.

The histoi-y of the .state of Maine, as you know, goes
back to about the year 1605, and it is one of the most in-
tere.sting states in the union.

The honor of first making an accurate description of
this beautiful state goes to au Englishman, Capt. Way-
mouth, and aFrenchmen, Samuel de Champlain. E\ddent-
ly some of our own countrymen also discovered the beau¬
ties of this state, as Iwas told that about 1500 of them
are lirfng in its cities and hamlets, and along its rocky
.shores. In Portland lives alot of them, and their ho.spi-
tality is “par excellence.

The good people of St. Ansgar’s Church gave us a
hearty and .sincere welcome, led by Pastor and Mrs. Lund.
W e m e t d e a r f r i e n d s w h o m w e h a d a s s o c i a t e d w i t h s e v c j i
years ago, and we found that after all friend.ship jjays the
bigge.st interest, both in our church and daily affair.s.

We were eight delegates from Troy, N. Y., in charge
of our Pastor, Holger Jorgensen, and we amved safe and
s o u n d a f t e r c a . 9 h o u r s r i d e o v e r t h e f a m o u s M o h a w k
Trail, through Massachusett.s, New Hanip.shire, and along
the sea.shore of Maine to Portland. We had the oppor¬
tunity to view God’s .superb nature in its spring glory
over hi l ls, mountains, fields, and sea.shore.

The Ladies’ Aid Society, Gofl bles.s them, are the lead¬
ing factors in our chureli work; 1consider it my duty 1o
give them credit whenever Ihave achance. They served
afine supper to ahungry lot of delegates, and it was fine.

W e k n o w t h e s t a t e e m b l e m o f M a s s a c h u s e t t s i s a
codfi.sh, but the cod furni.shed us in Portland, by my old
friend Ole Chri.stensen, was .supi'eme, and this from an
o l d fi s h e a t e r .

St. An.sgar’s Church interior, and also the parsonage,
have recently been redecorated and presents afine ap¬
pearance. It is acredit to the pastor and his able as-
,si.stants.

J }

The convention program began Friday, May 17, 7:30
P. M., Engli.sh vesper seiwice by Rev. Swen Baden, D. D.
Both church services and business meetings met promptly,
and a.ttendance at both was veiy good.

AVe were glad to meet Pastor P. H. Pedersen, anew¬
comer in our district and located in Perth Amboy, N. J.
He is a. fine preacher and avei-y pleasing gentleman. We
wish him and his family ahearty welcome to the east.

Our esteemed friend. Rev. V. S. Jensen from Hart¬
ford, was also present, and we all know his fine and en-

stration of the fact that the mirvival of an, institvtion h((s
no necessary original principles.

Column 150, II, line 37, read church, instead of churrh
Centro column on last page, line 19 from top, read

rational, instead of national.
The article was shortened because of lack of space. Pn

the closing paragraphs, not printed, Idiscussed the ap¬
proach used by three men. Stump, Ilirsch, and, Ljunggreii.
All foot notes and references were el iminated.

Little by little the seed we sow.
In to abe .au t i f u l y ie ld w i l l g row.

Oscar C. Tofte.
109 Rens.selaer Ave., Cohors, N. AC

n

G o d b l e s s t h e l i t t l e c h u r c h e s .

Where the hearts with sorrow bowed,
tlatch agleam of heaven’s glory

Through the rifting of the cloud.
Where the souls, grown coarse and sordid

In their daily quest for gold.
Come with humble hearts l ike chi ldren.

Seeking entrance to the fold.

E . D . N .

In the heading of the article on the first jtage of “L.
T,” for May “of” should have been “a”.

V. A. tUub.
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b i r thday. For the cfi lehra t io r i the rongre-
ga . t ioTi inv i ted I?cv. Ho lger S t rands lcov,
who served as pastor sonic years ago, to bo
the main speaker.

T h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l F o l k S c h o o l a t E l s i n o r e
By Peter Maimiche.

ern languages, which are taught not only
through fhe eye by the use of books, but
also through the ear by means of daily
c o n v e r s a t i o n s .

N o d o u b t t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r o f
t h e s c h o o l s e r v e s t o a t t r a c t s t u d e n t s . I t s
c h i e f a i m i s e d u c a t i o n f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l
unders tand ing.

What is educat ion? Not as tor ing up o f
k n o w l e d g e . N o t a w i d e n i n g o f h o r i z o n s .
Not ashar-pening of the power of evaluat¬
i n g m e n a n d e v e n t s a s w o m e e t t h e m .
Educat ion is al l of these, but i t is more.
Grundtvig would say that education is the
t rans fe rence o f l i fe f rom one persona l i t y
t o a n o t h e r . B u t i n a w a y e d u c a t i o n i s
more than l i fe . The Eng l ish poet Wi l l iam
W o r d s w o r t h o n c e s a i d t h a t p o e t r y w a s
emotional c.xperience recal led in imagina¬
t ion . In the same way we may say tha t
human beings are not being educated in
t h o s e t i m e s w h e n t h e s t o n n s a n d s t r e s s o f
l i f e a r e u p o n t h e m , b u t i n t i m e s w h e n
g e n t l e w i n d s b l o w, w h e n t h e y m e d i t a t e
upon the e.xperiences they have had and
seek to interpret them in such away that
they become the basis for their outlook on
l i fe . And though i t i s t rue tha t men and
w o m e n w i l l n o t d e v e l o p i n t o t h a t w h i c h
they should until they have for some time
been .sur rounded by so l i tude, away f rom
other people, alone with God and their
own conscience, yet they must not remain
i n t h a t s o l i t u d e t o o l o n g a t i m e . F o r w e
are not educated by introspection and re¬
fl e c t i o n o n s e l f . W e m u s t r e c u l e r t h e f e l ¬

lowship of men and learn to interpret our
exper iences in fe l lowship wi th them. The
e x h o r t a t i o n , t h e t e a c h i n g , a n d , n o t t h e
least important, the fellow.ship experienced
in Polk High Schools gave to the Danish
peasant an orientation toward those expe¬
r i e n c e s o f l i f e w h i c h h e h a d m e t b e f o r e h o
can ie to the schoo l ; th is made o f h im a
con.scious member of Danish society. At
the International Folk High School stu¬
dents from many countries with very dif¬
fe ren t backgrounds meet . There a re be¬
ginners and students more advanced, and
many .shiules of political and religious con¬
victions arc represented. In the effort to
c rea te ha rmony ou t o f t hese d i f f e rences
some of those qualities are developed and
some of those experiences are gone through
whose interpretat ion becomes the basis of
a , v i e w a n d a c o n d u c t o f l i f e w h i c h l e a d t o

good citizen.ship in an international world,
a . wo r l d wh i ch no t on l y has c rea ted an
economic and techn i ca l i n te rna t i ona l i sm ,
but also has the possibility of developing
t h a t h u m a n u n d e r s t a n d i n g w h i c h i s t h e
necessary sp i r i tua l content o f the f rame¬
work which men arc attempting to set up
for international co-operation.

This year it will be 14 years since the In¬
te rna t iona l Fo lk H igh Schoo l a t E ls ino re
was started. In those years it has had 2,000
students during its regular terms from No¬
vember to March and f rom May to . In ly.
O f t h e s e a p p r o x i m a t e l y 6 0 0 h a v e b e e n
f o r e i g n e r s . D u r i n g I h e 2 w e e k s i n t e r n a ¬
tional vacation terms, from .July 17 to Aug.
27, no less than 1,700 of the .3,000 partici¬
pants have been foreigners.

W h a t i s t h e r e a s o n f o r t h e c o n t i n u e d
growth of this school from its modest be¬
ginnings?

What is it especially that induces foreign¬
e r s t o a t t e n d t h i s s c h o o l ?

W i t h o u t a d o u b t t h e f a c t t h a t D e n m a r k
is know as the home of Grundtvig’s Folk
High School has been an important reason
for the visit of many foreigners.

There are not afew foreigners who, after
a n e x t e n d e d v i s i t t o t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l F o l k
High School have attempted in different
ways to put the idea of the Folk High school
iuto actual pratice in their homelands. The
former s tudents My les Hor ton , and 8 . A .
J I a t h i e s e n h a v e b o t h e s t a b l i s h e d s c h o o l s i n
America. The latter has also being instru¬
mental in sending several young Americans
to Folk High Schools, not only in Denmark
but also in Finland. Noelle Davies, anoth¬
er former student, who has wri t ten abook
a b o u t G r u n d t v i g , “ E d u c a t i o n f o r L i f e ,
has in co-operation with her husband be¬
g u n a s m a l l F o l k H i g h S c h o o l i n Wa l e s .
I n C h i n a , s e v e r a l f o r m e r s t u d e n t s a r e w o r k ¬
ing with the idea of establ ishing the Folk
H i g h S c h o o l i n t h a t c o u n t r y ; a n d M r s .
Chindon Tong, secretary of the committee
on the In ternat iona l Fo lk H igh Schoo l in
China, is also secretary of the Folk High
School Society of China.

S e v e r a l o t h e r i n s t a n c e s o f t h e a c t i v e i n ¬
te res t o f fo re igners fo r the Gruud tv ig ian
Folk High School might be cited. Some of
t h e m h a v e n o t b e e n a b l e t o u n d e r s t a n d o r
approve of its aims and methods; but there
i s n o d o u b t t h a t w i t h i n D a n i s h s o c i a l l i f e
f h e G r u n d t v i g i a n F o l k H i g h S c h o o l , i n
con junc t i on w i t h t he co -ope ra t i ve move¬
ment, has made a. deeper impression on
the minds of the people than aiqything else.

'Whether or not the teaching of this kind
of school has aspecia l at t ract ion for for¬
eigners Ishall leave unsaid. There is noth¬
ing in it which they could not find in their
homelands. The main subjects taught are
In te rna t i ona l Re la t i ons , H i s t o r y ^ o f Cu l¬
ture, and Literature. Since the majori ty of
the .students during the regular winter and
summer terms are Danes, most of the sub¬
jects taught arc the same as those taught
in other Folk High Schools, although we
do especially emphasize education in mod-

Ord i i i a t i on . Mr. Lpo Broe , g radua te o f
our seminary at Grapd Mew Col lege, was
orda ined a t Luther Church, Des iMoines,
Iowa, Sunday, .Tunc 2. Rev. SD. Rolholm,
assisted by Rev. Hakon .Torgensen, presi¬
dent of the synod, officiated at the ordina¬
tion. Broe ha.s been called by the congre¬
gat ion at Manistee, Mich.

“ G o d M a k e t h A l l T h i n g s N e w ’ ’ i s t h e
l i t t l e b o o k w r i t t e n b y D r . O s t e r g a a r d
abou t the sp i r i t ua l awaken ing wh ich has
o c c u r r e d o n o u r S a n t a l M i s s i o n fi e l d i n
India; ’ Ihe price of the bonk is 35 cents.
I t may be had f rom The Santa l M iss ion ,
Augsburg Seminary, Minneapolis, Minn.

B u s T r i p C a n c e l l e d . ’ I h e b u s t r i p t o
Da .uevang , Texas , wh i ch i l r. C . W. B id -
st rup. Fort Dodge, Iowa, had planned, in
order to accomodate convention guests by-
making the i r t rave l ing expenses to Dane-
vii.ng cheap, has had to be cancelled be¬
cause too few people expressed their desire
to take advantage of i t .

From Tacoma Distr ict Meeting. May
4th and 5th district 9of our synod held
i t s annua l conven t ion a t Tacoma, AVash .
’The pa.stors present were Sorensen, Isak-
sen, Nielsen, and Pedersen. Worship Sun¬
days morn ing w i th Rev. .Tohs . Pedersen
s p e a k i n g . T h e r e a f t e r b u s i n e s s m e e t i n g .
The president read his report. Each of the
congrega t ions gave a repor t .

Af ter d inner the business meet ing con¬
tinued. ’The committee for the ju-esident’s
report had drawn from this report the fol¬
lowing topics for considerat ion: the si tua¬
t ion at Vancouver, t ravel l ing speakers for
the distr ict , vacat ion school.s, and contr i¬
butions to the synod.

At present there is no pastor at Van¬
couver, but the pastors of the district serve
the co7igregatiou there. I t was decided to
inv i te Rev. C. P. Hpjb jerg and Rev. IMa
r i u s L a r s e n t o v i s i t t h e c h u r c h e s o f t h e
i l i s t r i c t t h i s s t i m m e r . T h e v a c a t i o n s c h o o l
w a s l e f t f o r e a c h l o c a l c h u r c h t o c o n s i d e r .
I t w a s d e c i d e d t o h o l d t h e a n n u a l d i s t r i c t
meeting in the fall iusteail of in the siiriiig
as usual. The world situation with respect
t o w a r w a s d i s c u s s e d , a n d a r e s o l u t i o n o f
p ro tes t was d rawn u ] i to be sen t to the
convention of our synod to be acted upon.
A l l t h e d i s t r i c t o f fi c e r s w e r e r e e l e c t e d :
Rev. A. E. Sorensen, president, Rev. S.
Isaksen, secretary and Mr. ,T. .lager, treas¬
u r e r .

Saturday n ight Rev. .1 . N ie lsen, Enum-
cla.w, spoke about Christianity as an indi¬
v i d u a l m a t t e r o r s o m e t h i n g i n w h i c h t o
strive to make the whole world apartner.

Sunda.v was the big day. Rev. Pedersen
and Rev. Sorensen spoke to the chi ldren.
Thereafter worship in the church with com¬
m u n i o n s e r v i c e . R e v . I s a k s e n s e r v e d a t t h e
Lord’s supper, and Rev. Sorenson preacheil
on tho subject, “My Father’s House Is a
House of Prayer.’’ All Ihe .Sunday meet¬
ings were conducted in Engl ish.

In the afternoon Rev. P. .T. Pflcuger
gave an inspiring sermon about the human
element in Christianity. At the meeting in
tho evening Rev. Pedersen spoke especial¬
ly to tho young people on the topic: “T
Dare You—” 'I’liis wa.s an appeal to per-
. s e v e r e i n t h e w o r k o f t h e c h u r c h . R e v .
Sorensen spid<e about the “New Church,
concluding that at the end of al l I 'hr ist iau
movements we would always come back to
the “old church,’’ For there is given no

) j

Report,s to the Convention by the presi¬
dent and tho treasurer of the synod have
now- been sent out to all pastors and local
church boards. They arc designed to be of
use especially for pastors and delegates to
the convention. Reports from tho presi¬
dents of al l tho distr icts of the synod are
a l s o i n c l u d e d .

* « # «

Rev. J. Jorgensen, Kimballton, Iowa, col-
bratod his 82nd birthday May 23. In spite
of his age Rev. Jorgensen is halo ami
hearty-. He is able to drive his own car
regu la r l y f rom K imba l l t on to Dos A lo inos
to speak to tho s tuden ts a t Grand View
College.

* * * *

56th Anniversary. May 26th our church
at Marquette, Nebr., celebrated its 50th

O u r C h u r c h
D a n i s h F o l k D a n c e r s u n d e r t h e l e a d e r ¬

ship of Mr. Peter Olsen recently gave an
e x h i b i t i o n o f o l d f o l k d a n c e s o f D e n m a r k
at the Old Soldiers’ Home in -Minneapolis,
M i n n .

N e w E d i t o r ,

weekly- church paper from Denmark which
is being received by all our pastors, has a
new editor. Bishop Axel Rosendal has been
its editor since its beginning 1!) years ago.
When ho was elected Bishop of Hoskilde,
he resigned from this work and Rev. Carl
Ilermansen, Rysiinge, was chosen
place.

( I Menighedsbladet , } )
t \

} }

i n h i s
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C r o w n P r i n c e F r e d e r i k ’ s i n i m i n g p t o
Princess Ingrid of Sweden on Hny 24 was
t l u ! o c . c . n H i o n o f a f o s t i v o H p r v i r o a t O u s t -

nviis Adolphus Clnirch in New York. The
i i i c i n b e r s o f O i i r S a v i o r ’ s D a n i s k C h u r t d i ,
Brooklyn, wore invited to participate.

L e p e r s
Anonymous, Cozad, Neb. .

D a g m a r M o l l e r
Alice .Tenson, Minnoapidis, Minn. ...$2.00

Er l i ng Os te rgaa rd
Alice .Icnscn, ilinneapolis, Jfinn. 0 0

T o t a l

Previously acknowledged . ‘ t i l , 3 c S 9 . G 7

f o u n d a t i o n o n w h i c h t o b u i l d o t h e r t h a n
the one already laid, .To.sns Christ. Rev.
T. s a k H c n c 1 o h < m I H k * m e e t i n g b y t i x p r e s s i n g
his gj’atituile to all who liad partici]mred
i l l t h e l u e e t i n g .

fiilO.OO

A c c i d e n t . A t t h e i r v i s i t a t K i m b a l l t o n
recently Rev. Ottar .lorgensen’s son Erling
l iad t l ie mis for tune to fa l l t ind in jure h is
arm while at phiy. On their way homo the
arm got worse, and they had to take the
boy to the hospital at CTrinnell, Iowa,
w h e r e i t w a s d i s c o v e r e d t h e r e h a d b e e n a
fracture. The arm was set, but the young
lad had to stay at the hospital for several
da3's, as it was asomewhat difficult case.
Asplinter of bone had to be removed.

Invitat ions to the synod. The congrega¬
t i o n a t K i m b a l l t o n , I o w a , h a s d e c i d e d
again this year to invite our sj'iiod to hold
i t s e o n v e n t i o n t h e r e i n 1 9 3 ( 1 . I t w i l l b e
r e m e m b e r e d t h a t t h i s c h u r c h a l s o i n v i t e d
the sjniod to meet there this t’ear.

A lso f rom the Ty ler, Minn. , church the
synod has received an invi tat ion for next
j ’oar ’s convent ion . Next year w i l l be the
50th anniversary of the Tyler congrega¬
t i o n .

$ 1 8 1 . 7 1

Since .Ian. 1, 1935 
Hearty thanks!

$1,571.38

S i g r i d O s t e r g a a i d ,
1700 4th St. S. E., Minneapolis, Minn.

0 -

T h e U n i t e d D a n i s h
C h u r c h

Mrs. S. D. Rodholm, Des Moines, Iowa,
who almost ( i months ago fel l on the icy
sidewalk and sustained asevere in jur j ’ ’ , is
n o w a b l e t o s i t i n a w h e e l c h a i r a . s h o r t
t ime each day ' . Recen t l y ' she has been
making good progress toward recovery, and
she now seems to have agood chance to
recover ent irely ' .

Rev. Ajcel Rosendal of Stefan’s Church,
Copenhagen, was recently' appointed Bi.sh-
op of Roskilde, Denmark. The new bishop
w a s b o r n i n 1 8 8 3 . I n 1 9 1 4 h e b e c a m e r e s i
dent chaplain of Stefan’s Church and later
became its pastor. In 1933 he was appoint¬
ed provost. For 21 y-ears Bishop Rosendal
was apastor among the poor. At h is ap¬
pointment he declared that he would a im
in the fu ture , as he had in the past , to
bridge the gap between the Church and
the work ing c lass .

Rev. K. Knudseii, who for 8y-ears has
served the congregation at Calgary, Alta.,
Canada, has now ended his task there. Ho
was also the leader of Dana High School.
Before the departure of Rev. Knudsen and
his fami ly ' afest ival was arranged in their
h o n o r . R e v . K n u d s e n s i n t e n d t o m a k e a
v is i t to thei r chi ldren in the States, af ter
which they will leave for Denmark.

Memorial for Jens Hvas. The congrega¬
tion at Dalum, Alta., Canada, pi 'oposes to
e r e c t a m o n u m e n t t o t h e m e m o r y o f M r.
.Tens Hvas, who was the moving spir i t in
the founding of the Danish colony' and
c h u r c h a t D a l u m . T h e m o n u m e n t i s t o b e
placed on his grave at Dalum cemetery'.

D a n s k F o l k c s a m f u n d ” h a s b e e n a s k e d t o
co-operate in the undertaking.

Sugges ted Co-opera t ion . The assoc ia te
editor of “Luthersk Ugeblad” suggests
that the two Danish synods co-operate in
inviting awell-known Danish theologian
or aDanish Bishop to visit this country' in
1936. The plan was that he should deliver
aser ies of lectures .a t Tr in i ty ’ rheologica l
S e m i n a r y, B l a i r , N e b r . , a n d a g a i n a t a
m i n i s t e r i a l c o n f o r e n e e t o b e h o l d a t D a n a
Co l lege in con juc t iou w i th the s .vnod ica l
eonvention. Next year it wil l be 5(1 .years
since the school began. It will also be the
400th anniversary of the Reformation in
D e n m a r k .

J u n e F e s t i v a l i n C u s t e r , M i t d i i g a n .
About 70 people f rom Ludington, Vic tory,
Ambler, and Manistee attended the annual
June Festival at Custer, Michigan. The
fes t i va l was a r ranged and sponso red by
Rev. Erik Back, Ludington. Rev. Ernest
D. Nielson spoke in Danish on the subject:
' I he IVay to F reedom. A f te r t he mee t i ng
the people were entertained by' Mr. and
M r s . A V h i t e , a t w h o s e f a r m t h e f e s t i v a l i s
usually' held.

* « « «

Muskegon , M ich igan . The t h i r d annua l
Va c a t i o n C h u r c h S c h o o l w i l l o p e n J u n e
24th and continue to July 12th. The pastor
a n d h i s w i f e w i l l b e i n c h a r g e o f t h e
school, which wi l l meet five days aweek.

( I

A t t e r d a g C o l l e g e . A g a i n t h i s y e a r A t -
terdag College, Solvang, Calif., is inviting
young and old to asummer meeting at the
school. 'Phe (irst two days of the meeting
w i l l b e d e v o t e d t o t h e e o n v e n t i o n o f D . 8 .
U. District VII. 'The dates are July 13-15.

D. S. U. II Convention. The young peo¬
ple’s society of Withee, Wis., is inviting
D i . s t r i c t I I o f D . 8 . U . t o h o l d i t s c o n v e n ¬
tion there July 26-28. Reservations should
be sent to Inger Andreasen, Withee, Wis.

« « «

Dr. J. P. Nielsen, president of Trinity
Seminar.y, Blair, Nebr. , has resigned from
his position. Aeommitteo has been ap¬
pointed to consider the matter.

R e v . E r n e s t D .
r e l i g i o u s s e r v i c e

Re l i g i ous B roadcas t .
N i e l s e n s p o k e a t t h e
sponsored by' WIvBZ Wednesday', May'
2 9 t h . A g r o u p o f l a d i e s f r o m t h e c h u r c h
●sang three Lutheran hymns.

D . S . t r . D i s t r i c t I I h o l d s i t s e o n v e n t i o n
at 'Iroy, N. Y., June 14-16. Rev. Holger
Jorgensen is the pastor of our ’I 'roy' con¬
gregat ion.

* * * *

Br idgeport , Conn. Ri 'v. Swen Baden re¬
ports in his local church bulletin (hat the
Dana aCapella Choir will give aconcert
at Bridgeport under the sponsorship of our
church on .Tune 19. ’I'he High School audi-
torinni has been engageil tor the purpose.
’Phe Dana Choi r w i l l be on the i r way to
D e n m a r k .

* * * *

S t . J o h n ’ s C h i l d r e n ’ s F u n d i s t h e n a m e
o f a fund c rea ted by ou r congrega t ion a t
Seattle, AVash. 'I'lie ]iurpose of this fund is
to help needy children. Rev. A. E. Soren¬
sen is the ])astor of St. .Tohn’s Church.

Rev. Anders Hansen, Elk Horn, Iowa, is
now on a th ree mon ths vaca t i on t r i p tha t
w i l l c a r r y ' h i m t o E g y - p t a n d t h e H o l y '
L a n d . M r s . H a n s e n a n d t h e i r y ' o u n g e s t
daughter accompany ' h im as far as Den¬
m a r k .S i u n m e r M e e t i n g s a t A s h l a n d C o l l e g e .

Distr ict I I is p lanninjr aser ies of meet ings
at Ash land Col lege, Grant , Mich igan. The
tentat ive schedule is August 2-6 inclusive.

T h e I o w a D i s t r i c t o f t h e U n i t e d D a n i s h
Church wi l l hold i ts convent ion at Har lan,
Iowa, Sept. 5-8.o -

C O N T R I B U T I O N S T O S A N T A L
M I S S I O N Rev. P. C. Paulsen, Chicago, 111., has ac¬

cepted acal l to serve the congregat ion at
Calgary', Alta., which Rev. K. Knudsen has
recent ly le f t .

* * * *

Dr. C. B. Larsen, Dana College, Blair,
Nebr., has consented to lecture at the Na¬
t i o n a l L u t h e r a n B i b l e I n s t i t u t e f o r P a s t o r s
which is be ing ar ranged in New York by '
t h e N a t i o n a l L u t h e r a n C o n n c i l .

G e n e r a l F u n d
St. Peters Church, Dwight, 111 $ 1 5 . 3 0
Gregorius Smith, Dwight, 111
Young People.s Society “Danevang,

Los Angeles, Calif
Ladies Aid, Dalum, Canada 
E a s t e r O f f e r i n g i n t h e C h u r c h i n

AVest Denmark, AVis
Young Peoples Societv, Krunborg,

Nebr .'
Un ion Sunday ' Schoo l , B ray ' ton , l a . 3 .25
.rohaniie Hansen, SaJi Francisco, Cal. 5.00
Ladies Aid, Frodsville, la
Bible Cla.ss, Perth Amboy, N. .1
Anonymous, Kimballton, la  5 . 0 0
Mi lda and A l f red .Tensen , K imba l l¬

ton, la
’fwo Friends, Pokegama, Minn
.Tens and I .ene Ibseir in memory of

Ida Ibsen, Dooley, Mont 5 . 0 0
Trinity Chnrch, Chicago, 111
Kirsten Poulsen, Chicago, HI  5 . 0 0
The Congregation, Tyler, Minn

1 . 5 0
I j

. 1 0 . 2 5

. 1 0 . 0 0

1 9 . 1 0
D i s t r i c t C o n v e n t i o n . R e v . L . C . B n n d -

gaard. Brush, Colo., rejuirts that the annual
conven t ion o f D is t r i c t 7o f our synod w i l l
be held at Brush, yAugust 23-25.

1 2 . 6 5 0 -

G e n e r a l C h u r c h N e w s
25.00
1 0 . 0 0 Scandinavian Songfest. Sunday, May 26

alarge group of Scandinavian singers met
at Fort Dodge, Iowa, for agreat song fest¬
ival, which was held at the High School
auditorium. About 250 singers wore ex¬
pected. ' i 'he organizations participating
were the Norden Singers, Des Moines,
Iowa, The Swedish Glee Club and the Nor¬
wegian Singing Society, Sioux City, Iowa,
the singing society, Luren, Decorah, Iowa,

Rev. A . Ti l . Do r f , B rook l yn , N . Y. , ox -
pecls to take atrip to Denmark this slim¬
mer. He has been asked to s j ieak at the
4 t h o f J u l y c i d o b r a t i o n a t R e b i l d P a r k ,
Denmark, where t l ie greatest 4th of . In ly '
c e l e b r a t i o n o u t s i d e t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s i s
he ld annua l ly. Rev. Dor f i s to meet Mrs .
Dorf and their daughter there and accom-
j iany them home. Mrs. Dor f is at i i rnsent
travelling in Denmaidc on alecture tour.

5 . (10

1 .00

7 .00

2 5 . 6 6
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when used as asopo r i fic . To be busy i s
duty; to be effective is joy.

ISCO in this incident suggestions as to
how effect ivcno.ss may be recovered, and
the first step undoubtedly was that he
recognized and confessed his loss. He was
not content to waste his strength in fut i le
and rosultless toil. He refused to keep on
working without an axe-head! He might
quite well have done other than confess
his loss when, after all, the axe was abor¬
rowed one. He might have hidden the now
useless handle, and made abrave showing
of working till dusk, but he knew that
sooner or later his deception would be dis¬
covered, and ho would be covered with con¬
f u s i o n . H o c o u l d h i d e h i s l o . s s f o r . s o m e

time, but not for alway.s, .so his honesty
prevailed, and his loss was confessed.

A n d t o w h o m ? T o h i s m a s t e r , E l i s h a .
‘Alas, kfiuster,’ he cried, as if he had firm
confidence that his guide and leader was
the one most likely to give him the advice
necessary in face of the disaster. Probably
his exclamation of dismay as he saw the
axe-head fall, attracted the attention of his
fellow-students, but he did not feel that
they could he lp h im in any way. I f any¬
thing could bo done, h is master was the
one to do it, and so straight to Elisha he
went, and poured out the tale of his loss
a n d d i s c o m fi t u r e .

concern and love, He asks of you and me,
‘ W h e r e f e l l i t ? S h o w m o t h e p l a c
place of that neglected prayer-l i fe, of that
d isob dicnce, of that secret s in or cher¬
i s h e d e n m i t y, f o r o n l y t h e r e c a n I b r i n g
t h a t w h i c h y o u h a v e l o s t b a c k t o y o u r
long ing g rasp . ’

The s to r y i nd i ca tes t ha t t he axe -head
was res to red by am i rac l e , and a l t hough
i ron does floa t today, to tha t s tuden t o f
o l d i t w a s a d i v i n e i n t e i w o n t i o n . A n d I d o
not hesitate to say that it takes the opera¬
tion of a. divine and supernatural power to
deal adequately with our lives, and to
change them from fu.ss} ' , fut i le machines
in to e f fec t ive and sp i r i t -fi l led servants o f
,Jesus Christ. Nothing less wil l avai l , and
t h a t i s w h y w e h a v e t o t a k e t h e w h o l e
s i t u a t i o n t o J e s u s i n f a i t h a n d h o n e s t c o n ¬
f e s s i o n . F o r w h e n t h a t M a s t e r t a k e s u s i n
hand and deals lovingly and mightily with
those hindrances within, we shall find our¬
selves in the posi t ion of that young man
when, we are to ld , ‘ho put out h is hand
and took i t . ’How profoundly s imple i t a l l
seemed, and how gladly he seized it, aiul
took his place again amongst that laboring
th rong .

S t . P a u l o n c e v i s i t e d a l i t t l e g r o u p o f
Christians at Ephesus. As he stayed with
t h e m i n t h e i r h o m e s a n d w a t c h e d t h e i r
l ives, he was amazed at their ineffective¬
ness and lack of power. What could be
wrong w i t h t hem? The so lu t i on sudden l y
suggested i tse l f to h im, and one day he
c a l l e d t h e m t o g e t h e r a n d a s k e d t h e m a
pointed question. ‘When you became Chris-
t i an .s , d id you take a l so the g i f t o f t he
Holy Sp i r i t? ’ He found that they had not
oven heard about His coming, and His gra¬
c i o u s a n d m i g h t y w o r k i n t h e h . m r t s o i
those who accept Him. We read that they
were led into the knowledge of the great
t ru th , s t re tched for th hands o f fa i th , a im
took that gift of God, and with that group
a s a n u c l e u s t h e r e w a s b u i l t u p s u c h a
c h u r c h a s t o o k t h e Wo r d o g G o d t o a l l
A s i a M i n o r .

‘ H o s h o w e d h i m t h e p l a c e . . . . H o p u t
o u t h i s h a n d a n d t o o k i t . ’ I t i s a l l t h e r e .
—confession and appropr iat ion.

the Scandinavian Singeixs, Minneapolis,
Minn., the Norse Glee Club, Sioux Falls, S.
Dak. , the Gr ieg Male Choi r, Por t Dodge,
Iowa, and the singing society Harmonica,
Omaha, Nebr. Bo.sides there were anum¬
b e r o f s o l o i s t s . T h e r e w e r e n o D a n i s h
singers, although invitations have gone out
to Danish communities to organize mu.'ical
groups and join The United Seandin.avian
Male Chorus of Iowa, which was 'he siion-
s o r o f t h e f e s t i v a l .

* * > ●

B a c k t o R o m e . T h e t w o E n g l i s h m e n ,
Sir Thomas More and Bishop John Fisher,
w ' h o w e r e p u t t o d e a t h b y K i n g H e n r y
Vm 400 years ago for opposing his mar¬
riage to Anne Boleyn, were recently saint¬
ed by Pope Pius at Rome. The Pope took
occas ion a t the canon iza t ion to p ray fo r
the return of England to the Church of
R o m e .

* * * #

A n t v o r s k o v F o l k S c h o o l . H e a d m a s t e r
Fred. Nfirgaard of Antvorskov Folk High
School has returned from his position becau¬
s e o f h i s w i f e ’ s h e a l t h . T h i s s c h o o l h a s h a d
marked succe i .s under the lea i le rsh ip o f
N p r g a a r d . H e t o o k o v e r t h e s c h o o l i n
1 9 2 0 .

t h e

T H E L O S T E F F E C T I V E N E S S There is another Master, infinitely un¬
derstanding and patient and mighty. Who
alone can dea l w i th tha t ine f fec t i veness ,
that loss of power which you so iiineli de¬
plore. Mliy not take it i i t once, even now,
to Him. Bo not content to cloak your loss
in agarment of excessive and paraded
busyness, for there is always some reveal¬
ing rent through which all who look can
SCO the sack-cloth upon the flesh within.
Do what the disciples of .Tohn the Baptist
did in their hour of profound grief, ‘they
went and to ld Jesus. ’ Do what the Bap¬
t i s t h imse l f d id w i th h i s t o r tu r i ng doub t ,
‘he sent to .Jesus.’ Do what this troubled
student did, ‘Alas, M.aster! ’ It is this
f r a n k n e s s t h a t w i l l s a v e u s .

Another very practical and suggestive
part of the incident is that question of
Elisha’s, ‘Where fell it?’ What may have
been the s igni l icanee of that quest ion we
cannot guess, but we can be thankful for
the profound spiritual truth enshrined in
i t . ‘Ho . showed h im the p lace , ’ ] ) o in t i ng
careful ly among the branches on the r iver
bank. The great les.soi i l ies hero, that in
the placei where he had lost it, in'ihnl place
he found it again. Thus did I’ilgTim have
to retrace his weary steps to the arbour in
order to recover his j irccious Roll, lost as
h e s l o t h f u l l y s l e p t . T h u s d i d A b r a h a m
h a v e t o r e t u r n o u t o f t h e w i l d e r n e s s a n d
dece i t o f h is p raycr less so journ in Egypt
‘ o v e n t o B e t h e l

(Continued from Col. Ifi(i)
N o t t h a t w o h a v e b e e n i d l e ; f o r t o t h e
contrary, we are worn out with our efforts,
and the swea t o f g rea t t o i l i s upon us .
A s M a r c u s D o d s h a s v i v i d l y s a i d , ‘ W e
pant so loudly that all can hear us across
t h e fi e l d o f G o d ’ s s e r v i c e . ’ B u t t h e r c s u l l s
are so disappointing. We are tremendous¬
l y busy, and g r i evous l y f u t i l e . Ou r days
are full of jobs, but the great, divine la.sl:
which we were really set out to do, is not
get t ing done. We are perp lexed about i t ,
a.s verily we should be, but do we realize
that what is wrong is just what happened
to that student of long ago—wo have lost
ou r power, the axe-head o f sp i r i t ua l e f¬
fectiveness has disappeared.

' T h e r e i s a n o t h e r i n t e r e s t i n g t h i n g t o
n o t e a n d i t i s t h i s . H o l o s t t h e a x e - h e a d a s
he labored. Scr ipture te l ls us or di fferent
wa3's of losing the high and holy gifts of
G o d . T h e r e w a s t h e m a n w h o l o s t I d s t a l ¬
ent simply becau.se ho did not use it. He
w a s u n f a i t h f u l , a n d i n t h e m i d s t o f h i s
u n f a i t h f u l n e s s h e l o s t h i s a l l . ' r i u u a ^ w e r e
the five foolish virgins who lost their one
precious opportunity through sloth, and as
t h e y s l e p t t h e b r i d e g r o o m c a m e . T h e r e
was that weak strong man, ISamson, who
lost his power in abroken vow, and passed
in darkne.ss to his dungeon. But none of
these causes operated in th is case,
s t u d e n t w a s n o t i i u l ' a i l h r u l o r s l o t h f u l o r

morally wmik. lie was laboring vvilli all
h i s m igh t and ma in , bu t i n the m ids t o f
b i . s l a b o r, b e l o s t i l .

How true to life. Busy with the things
of God; seeking to obey wi th fa i th fu lness
t h e m a i n i f o l d c a l l s o f l i f e , w e l l n d H i n t
somehow, somewhere our e ffect iveness is
gone, and those high results which alone
w i l l j i l ease H im who ca l l ed us , seem to
evade our feve red g rasp . We have t r i e i l
to be faithful and diligent, but we seem
to have ve ry l i t t l e t o show fo r t he days
and nights of labor, and we are perplexed,
f o r w e c a n n o t s e c t h a t ‘ m u c h f r u i t ’ w h i c h
Jesus promised to tlio.se who obey. So,
gradually, wo arc tempted to disregard
the matter of results, and to comfort our¬
selves witli such trite observations as, ‘Re¬
sults are in God’s hands,’ or, ‘We must just
d o o u r b e s t . ’ W h i c h b o t h f a c t a a r e t r u e
when used as astimulanl, but perilous
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T h e unto the place of the
K o i - t h e d i v i n e l a w i s t h i s , t h a t

the place of loss can ainl musi be Ihe ]>lace
of recovery.

In more direcl language' the truth is this.
Have we lost our effectiveness in the place
of neglected pra.ver? Has our life no ora¬
tory where iu seci ’et we i i ieel . I lu^ l iv ing
God? 'Then in l l ia l | i lacc, in the restora¬
tion of the altar, shall wo regain that
van ished power. Has our axe-head fa l len
in the p lace o f d isobed ience? Aca l l to a
difficult and uiicongeuial task came and
we set it aside, ami over since a. blight
seems to have settled iiiiou our service, and
ineffectiveness has dogged our steps. Or,
with all our religiousness, is there some
dark and sliadj’’ spot in our life that evil
lurks, and ever and anon devastates the
sanctity id' the soul? Is there some secret
enmity which we cherish, or some personal
wrong wh.lc.li we cannot forgive? Ican
hear that Other Masters’s voice as, w-ith

a l t a r . ’
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